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PARK, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD MINUTES 

 THURSDAY, August 13, 2009 

 A regular meeting of the Park, Recreation and Community Services Board was held in the Council Chambers in City Hall of Burbank 

275 East Olive Avenue, Burbank, California.  The meeting was called to order at 6:08 pm by Whit Prouty, Chairperson. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present ………… Members Prouty, Yegparian, Ferguson,  and DePalo       Absent… Member Layfer 
Staff Present... Director Chris Dasté, Deputy Directors Marisa Garcia, Teri Stein, Jan Bartolo; ; Administrative Officer 

Johnathan Frank; Recording Secretary Jessica Sandoval   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes approved for June (with a correction to a word) (3-0)   
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
  
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
None 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
None  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Upcoming events were announced. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Board Liaison Selection for Art in Public Places Committee 
It was decided that Mr. Ferguson would remain primary liaison to the Art in Public Places Committee and Mr. Yegparian would be 
alternate.   
 
 ACTION    Art in Public Places Committee Liaisons: Mr. Ferguson (Primary), Mr. Yegparian (Alternate)  
 
2. Roller Hockey Participation Rates 

Ms. Garcia reported that the Roller Hockey program was established in 2002 with the YMCA operating the facility. Two years into 
their five-year contract, the YMCA asked to be released from their obligation because their mission was not in line with the program. 
In 2004, the City assumed operations and there was a steady decline in participation due to the overall decline in the sport. During 
the 2009-10 budget process, staff proposed to eliminate the program as part of mandatory budget cuts and explore the possibility of 
using the location for alternate programming. Upon hearing of the possible elimination, some roller hockey participants contacted 
the Board and City Council requesting the opportunity to bring the program back. They suggested that, with the proper operator, this 
could be once again be a viable program. City Council appropriated $30,000 towards keeping the program operating for 30 days and 
staff was directed to commence the RFP process to solicit an operator for a one-year trial period. Attendance for the 2008-2009 
period was as follows: Youth participants-299 (average 18.69/month); Adult participants-2,122 (average 132.63/month); and the total 
participants-2,421 (average 151/month). With City Council direction to solicit an operator, staff put together the RFP and released it 
on July 8, 2009. It was mailed out to nine individuals/organizations that were either currently running roller hockey programs  or had 
expressed an interest. The solicitation was also placed on Planet Bid through Purchasing. The Department received three proposals by 
August 7, 2009.  Two were directly in response to the RFP for running a Roller Hockey operation, and the third was a letter of interest 
from a local organization interested in operating a multi-sport youth facility (similar to what staff had intended. The next steps will  
consist of reviewing and evaluating the proposals, and updating the Board/City Council at the September 22 Joint Meeting . Based on 
the input received, staff will proceed accordingly.    

 
Staff responses to questions from the Board included the following.  Although City Council’s direction to staff was specifically to find a 
Roller Hockey program operator, it will be up to them whether to consider the YMCA’s letter of interest for a multi-use program 
facility.  The drop in numbers for roller hockey have been stable for the last few years after the initial drop in 2004.  Council’s $30,000 
appropriation for 30 days can be stretched for a longer time period due to the fact that the only cost associated with the program 
currently is staffing.  Staff conducted extensive research and outreach to many entities (including adjacent cities) and found that they 
have also experienced the same trend in roller hockey. Many operated such programs internally and had no interest in partnering. A 
nearby roller hockey facility address would be provided to the Board so that they could visit it.  A more detailed report and discussion 
will take place at the September 22 Joint Meeting.     
. 

  



ACTION  Note and File 
 
3. Transportation Program Overview 

Adam Emmer provided an overview on the Department’s Transportation program. Burbank Bus provides direct connections to major 
transit hubs, the Metro station, the Glendale Beeline, the Redline station in North Hollywood, the Burbank Airport and Metro Bus 
lines that serve the area. This service operates between 5:30-10:30 am and 2:30-8:00 pm.  Routes access the media district airport 
area and run along major corridors such as Buena Vista, Hollywood Way and  San Fernando. The program is currently funded through 
a sales tax and Prop C local return funds. Operation and maintenance is provided by MacDonald Transit (which is in their second year 
of a three-year contract ending in June of 2011). The service area map was shown and consists of five routes (soon to be 4 routes 
with the discontinuation of Downtown service). Burbank Bus also provides a demand response service to seniors and the disabled. 
Senior and disabled transit provides a curb-to-curb inter-city service to seniors 60+ and persons with disabilities who are Burbank 
residents. It operates 7 days a week and in addition to serving the entire City of Burbank, on Mondays and Tuesdays service extends 
to North Hollywood for medical appointments. There are seven buses. The program reduces isolation for these groups and assists 
them in remaining independent. It is funded by local return sales tax revenues and there is a suggested donation of 50 cents for 
services. The buses are operated and maintained by City staff (PRCS and Public Works). Burbank Bus also has a youth transportation 
service, Got Wheels.  This program is a service dedicated to Burbank youth from 10-18 years. It operates afterschool, during summer 
and during holiday and summer breaks.  It provides access to schools, recreation facilities such as city parks, libraries, YMCA, DeBell, 
and the Boys and Girls Club. It is funded by local return sales tax revenues and operated by City staff. A map of routes was shown. 
Last year, Burbank Bus service exceeded 400,000 passengers for the year. Ridership increased locally both last fiscal year and this 
fiscal year in excess of the national rate of 3%; last year, Burbank Bus increased 16%.  In the last three years, ridership has steadily 
increased and exceeded work program goals. Senior and disabled ridership remains steady and has met its work program goals. The 
program provides double of the demand response services that neighboring cities do. City staff operates this service. Got Wheels 
ridership continues to grow immensely, growing by over 7,500 passengers in two years. Some Burbank Bus service modifications  
include: the discontinuation of the downtown area service as of August 17, 2009, which has been significantly higher in cost and 
lower in ridership than other routes.  Got Wheels afternoon service will end 30 minutes earlier and the new hours will be 3:00-6:00 
pm (with a minimal impact on ridership). Five new compressed natural gas buses will be arriving soon (funded through a 2006 
Congressional earmark, 2007 Metro mini call and local return Prop C reserves). The City will now own the entire fleet of busses (100% 
CNG). Burbank is committed to its air quality standards.  
 
In response to questions, Mr. Emmer reported that the fleet would now consist of 11 buses dedicated to seniors, 4 to Got Wheels and 
17 to Burbank Bus (28 total). Got Wheels passes would probably be available at Ovrom Park during the retrofit at McCambridge.   In 
consideration of the change in Got Wheels hours, drivers would provide additional service as needed and would be allowing youth 
grace periods when necessary.   

 
ACTION    Note and File 
 
4. Dark Meeting in September 

Mr. Dasté  explained that a Joint Meeting of the Park Board and City Council had been scheduled on September 22 to discuss the 
following:  Aquatics Update, a history of the BAF, Roller Hockey update, recycled water at the campground, Park Patrol, and a  
5-Points Project update. The annual reports would be scheduled for October and November.   

 
ACTION  Go dark in September (passed 3-0, with Mr. Yegparian abstaining)  

  
 OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Aquatics Steering Committee 

Ms. Garcia reported that staff made an in-depth presentation to City Council on June 23. Council  elected option #1 for Verdugo : a 
50-meter pool with a recreation pool that will require talking away a small portion of open space on the corner of Verdugo and 
Rosemary Lane, which is not heavily used. The cost is just over $7.2 million. City Council recommended that the infrastructure 
subcommittee discuss funding options for this pool and then bring back the item to City Council for discussion. The Infrastructure 
subcommittee met last week and discussed options. An update will be presented to the Park Board and City Council at the Joint 
Meeting.  Ms. Bartolo explained that staff was given direction to put together a proposal for the Architect to begin developing plans, 
which will take 6-7 months. The bid process typically takes 8-12 weeks and construction takes 12-18 months. The goal is to have the 
Verdugo facility open by the summer of 2011.  

  
ACTION    Note and File 
  
2. City Council Agenda Items 

Mr. Dasté reported on the following: the appropriation of the Sprint agreement to fund future park capital improvement projects 
passed (June 16); Youth Task Force recommendations (June 23); Aquatics facility plan was approved (June 23); approval of public arts 
funds to Burbank Arts in Education Foundation (June 23); resolution for contract documents and award of Bid for 5-Points (June 23); 
the feasibility of allowing BMX bikes at the skatepark was heard on July 31

st
: Council liked the idea and asked to table the item 



(depending on what happens with State funds). Upcoming items include: the Annual PRCS Work Program and Performance Indicators 
presentation (and new Burbank Bus showing) this upcoming Tuesday; September 1- Youth Board appointments; September 22- Joint 
Meeting; October 6- DeBell Golf Course documents and award of the tee renovation project; October 6- reconsideration of the City’s 
ficus tree program on Magnolia. Ms. Bartolo gave an update on the 5-Points project. Effective August 3, construction commenced at 
5-Points and grading/earthwork is currently taking place. The concrete subcontractor will be starting walkways and paths. Site 
furnishings have been ordered. Completion is tentatively scheduled for the beginning of November with a dedication ceremony in 
December.  
 
In response to a Boardmember concern, Mr. Dasté assured the members that the facility would be supervised and staff would ensure 
that only the proper equipment would be allowed (BMX bikes with plastic pegs versus metal pegs). The facility fence will be brought 
back to increase the landing area. Ms. Bartolo noted that Golf Course fee increase impacts would be discussed during the annual 
report in October. The Magnolia ficus tree issue is one that was specifically requested by Mr. Golonski to be brought to City Council 
(tree mitigation and replacement issues). Mr. Yegparian felt that the issue should be brought before Park Board for input prior to City 
Council. Mr. Prouty felt that, politically, it would not be appropriate since this was Mr. Golonski’s request for City Council discussion. 
Mr. Ferguson suggested that Mr. Yegparian write a letter to City Council since this was of interest to him individually. Mr. Dasté noted 
that this was only Step 1, and if the item was to go to Step 2, he would come back to the Board to give them an opportunity to 
provide their input.   

 
ACTION    Note and File 
 
REPORTS 
1. Cultural Arts Plan  

Mr. Ferguson reported that the Cultural Arts Masterplan was presented to City Council and adopted. They are now moving forward 
with the Advisory Committee. 
 
ACTION    Note and File 

 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM AUDIENCE 
None 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM BOARD AND STAFF 
 The Boardmembers discussed various events that they had attended within the City.  Mr. Ferguson indicated that he had written a 
letter to City Council on his own behalf regarding the Park Patrol Program and asked that the website be updated with the meeting 
minutes and agendas.  
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 7:29 pm. 
 
 
CHAIR: ____________________________________________________         Date: ______________________________ 
 
 
 
SECRETARY: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 
  
  

  


